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The final formulation of the law of population Nitti states as fol- 
lows : " In every society where individuality is highly developed, and 
where the process of socialization has not destroyed all individual activ- 
ity ; in every society where wealth is highly subdivided, and where the 
social causes of inequality are eliminated by an elevated form of coop- 
eration ; fecundity will be kept in equilibrium with subsistence, and the 
rhythmic variations of demographic evolution will give no cause of 
terror to humanity." 

After saying that this "scientific law of population" gives the mor- 
tal stroke to Malthus' treatise and to the theory of the classical econo- 
mists, he writes : "But we hasten to add that, even when Malthusianism 
has been completely abandoned ; when his principles, which appear to 
be as solid as granite, have been destroyed and reduced to powder 
under the dissolving action of the truth ; when the doctrine we have 
just described shall be recognized by all as true ; and when society shall 
have accepted the principle of cooperation, even then the work of Mal- 
thus will appear worthy of the highest admiration." The grounds for 
this admiration of an empty bubble are not stated. 

Fr. Nitti's book is very learned and clearly written, and reading it is 
rendered a pleasant task on account of its interesting style. 

Nitti makes a valuable contribution to the discussion of causes of 
extreme poverty. Proletarian excesses are by no means the only causes 
of distress. Parasitic children of extravagance and luxury must bear 
their share of the responsibility, and the unequal distribution of the 
product of industry is admitted by all economic writers who advocate 
cooperation. In placing emphasis on the defects of the economic sys- 
tem, and in calling attention to the vices of luxury Nitti has brought a 
neglected and unwelcome truth into strong light. 

C. R. Henderson. 



The New Obedience. A plea for social submission to Christ. 
By William Bayard Hale, Mission Priest of the Church 
of Our Savior, Middleboro, Massachusetts. New York : 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1897. Pp- I 9 I - 
A fascinating, trenchant, searching volume. The ideals and 
modes of reasoning are mediaeval, monastic, and scholastic; the illus- 
trations have the freshness, vividness, and force which keen observation 
and a sympathetic heart give to the author's style. The chapters will 
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evoke, as the preface suggests, interest, doubt, distress, and enthusiasm. 
The interpretations of Tolstoi are followed ; the words of Jesus are 
taken quite literally in respect to non-resistance, the sin of accumula- 
ting wealth, living from day to day without care for the morrow, refusal 
to receive interest on loans, the approval of poverty as itself a good. 
This peculiar method of interpretation furnishes the basis of his social 
theory. 

By some mental dialectic not easily followed Henry George's doc- 
trine of the iniquity of ownership in land is deduced from a concep- 
tion of theology. 

Interest and usury are identified ; the Fathers are quoted, but Ash- 
ley's account of the later church teaching and the historical reasons 
for the change are not noticed. 

We might be disposed to ask what substitutes for royalties, rents, 
interest and profits are possible ; whether a few self-denying ascetics 
could achieve any modification by accepting his counsels; what mode 
of selecting competent leaders of industry and government could, even 
under socialism (p. 148), be devised without competition ; but all this 
questioning is useless in this case, since "Christians are not bound by 
considerations of practicability." 

The statement (p. 84) that " Christianity is not an individual 
matter," but is entirely social, is but one side of an important truth. 
The representation (p. 54) that self-sacrifice is the sum of morality 
needs to be corrected by the consideration that self-regard is a duty : 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ; a saying which Harris' 
Moral Evolution wisely applies to social ethics. Herbert Spencer's 
familiar vindication of self-preservation is required to give real con- 
tents to altruism. The attempt to be more generous than the Golden 
Rule virtually implies suicide. We read this book, as we read all strong 
poetic and sermonic appeals to altruism, with profound respect when, 
as in this case, the author is sincere. We feel that selfishness may 
be partly corrected by eloquent portraiture of heroic virtue and martyr 
zeal. But if we are seeking a reasonable method of interpreting the 
New Testament, or a healthy and sane view of life, or a rule by 
which men in our century can ordinarily best further character and 
welfare, we shall receive but little practical help in this volume. It 
presents an economic method immediately practicable in a monastery 
supported by a competitive society outside, but not a guidebook for 
men who are to promote progress. C. R. Henderson. 



